Research Participation Assignment

Name _______________________________

PSY 111

Fall 2011





Study Code Name ____________________

Assignments may be handed in on exam days only. However, a maximum of 2 hours of credit or 2 summaries may be handed in on any exam day. Therefore, you must PLAN AHEAD and complete the assignment throughout the semester. The maximum number of assignments you can hand in on the last day (final exam day) is 2!
Many psychologists gain an understanding about behavior by conducting research. One way for you to better understand how research in psychology is conducted is to participate in psychological research. Therefore, as a requirement for this course, you are asked to participate in 5 hours of research being conducted at ISU*. For each research project you participate in, you are to answer the questions on this form. Please type your answers in the spaces below.

To sign up for studies, go to the basement of DeGarmo Hall. You will see a large bulletin board with sign ups in the corridor. Be sure to read the requirements before signing up for a study. Respect the sign up process! If you cannot make an appointment, be sure to cancel with the researcher at least 24 hours ahead of time. After participating, you will receive a blue card indicating your participation credit for each study. Please staple these cards to the form you hand in for that study. You may also be able to find studies to sign up for on the web sign up system at http://www.psychology.ilstu.edu/Signup
If you wish, you may complete one web-based study for 30 minutes of credit toward the 5 hours. If you choose this option, go to http://psych.hanover.edu/research/exponnet.html You may choose a study from this list to complete. You will still need to complete this form for web studies, but you won’t have a blue card to hand in. Instead, type “Web Study” in the Study Code Name blank above.
Questions for Research Participation:

(1) What do you think was the primary area of psychology that the study was conducted in (e.g., social, cognitive, developmental, clinical, etc.)? Why?

(2) Do you think the study you participated in was an experiment? Why or why not? (Hint: remember that an experiment contains an independent variable where different conditions are compared)

(3) Was being a research participant a positive experience? Why or why not?

(4) What was the primary purpose of the study? (The researcher will tell you about this at the end of your participation during debriefing. If you have questions about what they tell you, be sure to ask them. You can always contact a researcher later to ask questions as well.)

(5) What were you asked to do in the study? Briefly describe the procedure of the study?

(6) Research in psychology is conducted to increase our knowledge of human behavior. In what way, did this study contribute to this knowledge?

Research Reading Assignment

Name ____________________________

PSY 111

Fall 2011


Author(s) of Article _____________________________

*If you choose not to participate in research, your assignment is to read 5 papers in the journal Psychological Science. For each article you read, please type your answers in the spaces below. Electronic (PDF) copies are available through the library website. Print a copy of the article and staple it to the form you hand in for that study. 

(1) What do you think was the primary area of psychology that the study was conducted in (e.g., social, cognitive, developmental, clinical, etc.)?

(2) Do you think the study described was an experiment? Why or why not?

(3) Who were the participants in the research? Why were these participants used?

(4) What was the task of each participant in the study?

(5) What was the primary purpose of the study? 

(6) Research in psychology is conducted to increase our knowledge of human behavior. In what way, did this study contribute to this knowledge?

