Spoken, written, and perhaps visual reflections on 

“Exploring the social foundations of education in Chicago’s schools and neighborhoods”
(Note that each instructor may vary somewhat from these assessment procedures. Consult your instructor for his/her requirements and expectations, but make sure you submit a copy of your work to Lucille too.)

I.  First, along with fellow participants from your section, you will have the opportunity (during the first class period after the trip) to tell your classmates about the experience.
II. Second, write up your reflections on what you are taking away from this experience.* Reflections should include why you chose to go on this trip and some description of different components of the experience (i.e. who, what, when, where, and an overview of what took place). Mainly, you should explore its relevance for and impact on you both personally and as a prospective educator.  Some or all of the following questions may help you to construct your response, but feel free to conceive your own response as you deem best captures the experience and its import for you. (This is due within three class periods of the trip. Submit a hard copy to your instructor and electronic copies of this and Part III to Lucille at lteckri@ilstu.edu.) 
--What impact did the entire trip, and particular parts thereof, have on you personally and as a prospective teacher?  

--What did you learn about cultures and identities different from your own, and how do you now reflect on your own identity in relation to them?  What did you learn about yourself and your own identity in Chicago and from its people? Be specific and reflect deeply.
--What did you learn about the socio-economic world around you and your place in it as the unique person that you are, as a citizen of this state and country, and as a future educator?  

--How do your experiences in Chicago connect with the objectives, themes, readings, and other materials of this course?
--What have you learned about how to reach and successfully educate the diverse, or perhaps seemingly homogeneous, students whom you will find in your future classrooms? 

--Does “Realizing the Democratic Ideal” make more sense to you now? If so, how so?
--Finally, has the experience made you more interested in student teaching and teaching in CPS or in other high need and underserved public schools?  Why or Why not?

*Alternatively or in addition, you may—perhaps with a few fellow participants—put together a visual and textual PowerPoint presentation on this experience. Be sure to work with the above guidelines/questions as you create it. Talk with Lucille about borrowing a camera before the trip.
III. Third, assuming you are enthusiastic about your experience in Chicago, write a message to future EAF students that encourages them to go too.  In a paragraph or two (no more than a page), write a testimonial that would make you seriously consider the option were you back in their shoes.  Be as honest, personal, revealing, concrete, inspiring, and clearly stated as you can be.  With your permission, we intend to share these statements with subsequent students as part of how we inform them about, and encourage them to take part in, this opportunity.  If you have reservations about the experience and do not encourage others to go, write a statement explaining that instead, and let us know whether we should share that as well with future students.

IV. Finally, complete and return the evaluation form that you receive after the trip so that we can improve future renditions of this Chicago trip.  Thanks!! 
